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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

1 . (currently amended) Axt apparatus of a folder d e vice for uso in conjunction with a moil 
sorting dovic^ - sa^ r apparatiiG comprising: 

a mail sorting device having a plurality of partition elements supported upon a frame, 
each of the partition elements having a configured leading edge, a plurality of compartments into 
which items are placed in a generally upright manner, each of said plurality of compartments 
being at least partially defined between a pair of partition elements, and a support structure for 
e ngaging tho items bottom : and 

a folder device for receiving items and being generally vertically supported upon the 
support structur e bottom, said folder device having a firct side oonnootod to a s e cond sid c pair of 
sides, each side of tho folder being associated with one of the partition elements, each side of tho 
folder having a forward edge, wherein the forward e dg e s of th e first and s e cond sides are 
differently configured forward edges of the sides are at different heights relative to the leading 
edges of die associated partition elements , and wherein tho odco of tho first tn&n is configured in 
relation t o tho l o a&ag edge - of - its associated partition c l ement so that at least a portion of the first 
sid e does not e xtend vertically past the loading odgo, and wheg ei frat - I s asHfrportion cf the second 
sido do op oxtond vertically pact tho loading e dge of its associated partition el e moat . 

2. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim l f wherein the support structure of the 
sorting device bottom is movable relative to die frame between - has-a first orientation and a 
second orientatio ny - in fli e- Srst - ori e ntation the support structure supports the items in a generally 
upright mann e r, and in th e s e cond orientation - with - the support structure and plurality of partition 
e lements - displaced further away from each other th e support structure supports tho items in a 
g e n e rally-horizontal manner, 
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3. (original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the folder device includes addressee 
indicia on a surface thereof. 

4. (original) The apparatus of claim 3, wherein the folder device is a postage paid mail 

item. 

• 5. (previously amended) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the folder device includes a 
splay structure tending to force the folder device into an open configuration when the folder is 
placed between the partitions of the sorting device. 

6. (currently amended) The apparatus of daim 1, wherein the folder device includes a 

. generally planar bottom which engages the support structur abottom of the sorting- device* ifirfee 
first orientation . 

7. (currently amended) An apparatus of a folder devioe - :for uso in conjunction with a mail 
soiling d e vic e , said a pparatus comprising: 

a mail sorting device having a plurality of partition elements supported upon a frame, 
each of the partition elements having a configured leading edge, a plurality of compartments into 
which items are placed in a generally upright manner, each of said plurality of compartments 
being at least partially defined between a pair of partition elements, and a support 
otruGturo b ottom for engaia^ simnorting the items; and 
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a folder device for receiving items, said folder device being generally vertically 
supported by the support structure bottom, between a pair of adjacent partition elements, said 
folder device having a first sid e connectod - feo - fr s e cond sid e pair of sides, each side th e foldef 
being associated with one of the partition elements, and each side of tho folder having a l e ading 
forward edge, wherein the teefe* gforward edges of th e .first and second sides are differently 
configured so that one of the forward edges extends to a greater height above the leading edges 
of the partition elements than the othe r , and wheroin the loading e dge nf thft frrnt r . irirv U 
configured in relation to the lending edge of its - associated partition oliwait so that at loart-a 
p effeion of the firstoido doos not e xtend vortically past feo - bading odge, and whoroin at least a 
p ortion of tho second sido does extend vortically past tho loading e dg e of its associat e d partition 
e l e me n t . 

8. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the support structuro b ottom of 
the sorting device has a first orientation and a second orientation, bx the first orientation, the m 
rapport GtraGftt ra bottom supports the items in a generally upright manne r, and in the second 
orientation with the support-structure and plura l ity of partition elements - displaced further away 
fe om each other tho support structure supports th e items in a generally horizontal manner . 

9. (original) The apparatus of claim 7 wherein the folder device includes addressee 
indicia on a surface thereof 

10. (original) The apparatus of claim 8 wherein the folder device is a postage paid mail 

item. 
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.11. (previously amended) The apparatus of claim 7 wherein the folder device includes a 
splay structure tending to maintain the folder device in an open configuration when the folder is 
placed between the partitions of the sorting device. 

12. (ori ginal) The apparatus of claim 7 wherein the folder device includes a generally 
planar bottom which engages the support structure in the first orientation, 

13. (currently amended) A method of creating a delivery point package, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

sorting a plurality of mail items into mail item subgroupings, each subgrouping including 
similar destination indicia; 

. - providing a plurality of invertable folder devices each having a pair of side s and d e fining 
♦ at least a pair of orientations, including a first orientation wherein tho sides aro generally *: 
Go e xtansivo with each oth e r ; 

placing with each subgrouping a folder devic e in a first oriantation , whereby each 
subgrouping has an associated folder device; 

accessing a particular subgrouping of mail items and an associated folder device; and 

.inverting the folder device to capture the subgrouping of mail items between the sides of 
the inverted folder device to define a delivery point package. 

14. (original) A method of claim 13, wherein at least one of the plurality of invertable 
folder device has addressee indicia disposed upon a surface thereof. 
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15. (original) A method of claim 14, wherein the step of placing a folder device between 
each subgrouping includes the step of referencing the addressee indicia of the folder device. 

16. (original) A method of claim 1 3, wherein the step of inverting the folder device to 
capture the subgrouping of mail items is achieved via manual manipulation of the folder device, 

1 7. (original) A method of claim 13, wherein the step of inverting the folder device to 
capture the subgrouping of mail items is achieved via an automated process. 

18. (currently amended) A method of creating a delivery point package, said method 
comprising the steps of: . 

sorting a plurality of postage paid mail items into mail item subgrouptngs, each 
subgrouping including similar destination indicia, said postage paid mail items including a 
plurality of flat invertable folder device s each having a unique destination indici a, ' each foldor 
d e vic e having a pair of sides rad - d a fksng - at teast-a pair of oriontationG, including a first 
ori e ntation wh e rein th e sides ar e gen e rally co e- xtensiv e with - each other ; 

accessing a subgrouping of mail items and an associated folder device having similar 
destination indicia: and 

. inverting the associated folder device to capture the subgrouping of mail items between 
fee sides of the inverted folder device to define a delivery point package. 
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19. (original) A method of claim 18, wherein the step of inverting the folder device to 
capture the subgrouping of mail items is achieved via manual manipulation of the folder device. 

20. (original) A method of claim 18, wherein the step of inverting the folder device to 
capture the subgrouping of mail items is achieved via an automated process. 

2L (previously amended) A method of creating delivery point packages for mail 
delivery, said method comprising the steps of: 

sorting a plurality of mail items of a first category according to a unique destination 

. indicia; 

associating a folder device with each unique destination indicia; 
.... , m . „ .inverting each folder device to capture mail items associated with a unique destinatipn 

V * indicia between sides of the inverted folder device; 

placing the inverted folder devices into a sorting device having a plurality of partition 
elements; 

inserting a plurality of mail items of a second category into the inverted folder devices in 
the sorting device according to unique destination indicia; and 

removing the inverted folder devices having mail items of the first and second category to 
define a delivery point package. 

22. (original) A method of claim 21, wherein at least one of the plurality of invertable 
folder device has addressee indicia disposed upon a surface thereof 
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23. (original) A method of claim 21 , wherein the step of sorting a plurality of mail items 
of a first category is via an automated sorting process, and wherein the process of inserting a 
plurality of mail items of a second category is a manual process. 

24. (original) A method of claim 21, wherein the step of inverting each folder device to 
capture associated mail items is achieved via manual manipulation of the folder device. • 

25. (original) A method of claim 21, wherein the mail items of a first category include 
USPS designated flats, and wherein the mail items of a second category include USPS 
designated non-flats. 

26. (previously amended) A method of creating a deliveiy point package containing a 
plurality of different categories of mail items, said method comprising the steps of: 

sorting a plurality of mail items of a first category according to a unique destination 
indicia, said mail items including a plurality of invertable folder devices, each folder device 
having a pair of sides; 

inverting the folder devices to capture mail items having a unique destination indicia 
• between the pair of sides; 

placing the inverted folder devices into a sorting device having a plurality of partition 
elements; 

. inserting a plurality of mail items of a second category into the inverted folder devices in 
the sorting device according to unique destination indicia; and 
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removing the inverted folder devices having mail items of the first and second category to 
define a delivery point package. 

27. (previously presented) A method of claim 13, wherein the step of placing the folder 
devices with the subgrbupings is achieved by placing the folder device as a divider between a 
pair of adjacent subgroupings. 

28. fcew) Ah apparatus comprising: 

a mail sorting device having a plurality of partition elements, each of the partition • 
elements having a configured leading edge, and a plurality of compartments being at least 
partially defined between a pair of partition elements: and 

a folder device placed witbitt a compartment for receiving items, said folder device 
having a pair of sides, each side being associated with one of the partition elements, wherein one 
of the sides .has a reyeal structure so that the other side extends to a greater extent above the 
* - leading edge of its associated partition element. 

29. fnew^) An apparatus of claim 2g. wherein the configured leading edge is downwardly 
tapered and the side reveal structure defines a downwardly tapering side shape, • 
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